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AMEMBASSY PANAMA

CONFIDENTIALLAPAZ 8437

ASUNCION FOR RSO
PANAMA FORELLIS

E.O. 11652: GDS
TAGS: ASEC, BL
SUBJECT: THREAT AGAINST BRANIFF INTERNATIONAL, LA PAZ

1. BRANIFF INTERNATIONAL OFFICE REPORTED TO EMBASSY TODAY,
OCTOBER 20, 1976, RECEIPT OF SABOTAGE THREAT IN FORM OF
TWO-PAGE HANDWRITTEN LETTER SLIPPED UNDER DOOR LAST
EVENING. LETTER, WHICH BRANIFF MANAGER JULIO QUIROGA
DELIVERED TO EMBASSY, CARRIES DEMAND FOR $100,000 AND HOLDS
BRANIFF RESPONSIBLE FOR AIR CRASH IN SANTA CRUZ OCTOBER 13
IN WHICH 106 PERSONS WERE KILLED BY CRASH ON TAKEOFF OF
EMPTY BOEING CARGO AIRCRAFT LEASED TO LLOYD AERO BOLIVIANA.
LETTER PURPORTS TO BE WRITTEN ON BEHALF OF VICTIMS AND
THREATENS SABOTAGE OF BRANIFF AIRCRAFT AND KIDNAPPING,
TORTURE AND DEATH OF BRANIFF AMERICAN EMPLOY EES EACH

24 HOURS UNTIL DEMAND FOR CASH ISMET.

2. EMBOFF VISITED CHIEF OF NATIONAL POLICE AND

MININTERIOR CHIEF OF INTELLIGENCE WITH QUIROGA THISMORNING TO
REPORT INCIDENT. POLICE AND INTELLIGENCE, WHILE

TREATING MATTER WITH SERIOUSNESS AND PLEDGING COOPERATION,
DOWNPLAY ABILITY OF TERRORIST OR TERRORIST GROUP TO CARRY
OUT THREAT. LETTER INSTRUCTS BRANIFF TO PLACE NOTICE
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IN NEWSPAPER OCT 21 WITH BRANIFF TELEPHONE NUMBER WHICH
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WRITER CAN CALL TO ARRANGE TRANSFER OF CASH DEMANDED.
BRANIFF INSTRUCTED BY POLICE TO COMPLY IN PUBLISHING
NOTICE. POLICE WILL TAPLINE AND FOLLOW UP. LETTER
FURTHER STATES THAT SECOND LETTER WILL BE DELIVERED TO
AMBASSADOR.

3. MISSION SECURITY WATCH COMMITTEE MET AFTERNOON OCT 20

TO DISCUSSLETTER. CONSENSUS IS THAT WHILE THREAT

TOBE TAKEN IN UTMOST SERIOUSNESS WITH NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS
AND VIGILANCE, PERPETRATOR(S) ISUNEXPERIENCED AND UNABLE
CARRY THROUGH. POST IS PUBLISHING FOR AMERICAN EMPLOYEES

A GENERAL REMINDER OF ANTI-TERRORIST GUIDELINES WITHOUT
REFERENCE TO THIS SPECIFIC INCIDENT.

STEDMAN
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